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CRDN RAREvolution Scholars
The Canadian Rare Disease Network (CRDN) is
proud to announce the inaugural 2026 RAREvolution
Scholars, a cohort of 15 students living with rare
diseases who are pursuing post-secondary education
across Canada.

“Young people living with rare disease bring
tremendous knowledge, perspectives, and potential
to their studies, their communities, and the future of
healthcare and research in Canada”, says Dr.
Francois Bernier, chair of CRDN. “RAREvolution is
about supporting their educational goals while
creating opportunities to connect, contribute, and be
recognized for what they bring to the rare disease
community. We are incredibly proud to welcome our
first cohort of RAREvolution Scholars.”
Read more

 

New Members
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Dr. Breanne Aylward joins the Healthy Children,
Families & Communities Program. View profile

Dr. Kathryn Crowder joins the Child Health Data
Science Program. View profile

 

News, Podcasts & Publications
Traumatic Headache in Children and Genetic Risk of Migraine, Dr. Serena Orr
Fair taxes, child advocacy, violence prevention, Indigenous youth research receive federal funding, Dr. Gina
Dimitropoulos
5 ways to improve gynecologic care and women’s health outcomes in Canada, Drs. Amity Quinn and Erin
Brennard
Exploring educators' awareness of and preparedness to respond to image-based sexual abuse and exploitation
of children: A qualitative study, Drs. David Lindenbach and Gina Dimitropoulos

Recognition
A lifelong public health researcher will be joining the
University of Calgary as the Eddie Goldenberg
Research Chair of Canada in Maternal and Child
Health Policy. Dr. Katy Backes Kozhimannil, comes
to UCalgary following years of research into maternal
health-care inequities in the U.S. Read more

 

Congratulations to Dr. Tito Daodu on being the
recipient of a 2026 Emerging Leader Award from the
Canadian Academy of Health Sciences! 

Congratulations to Dr. Juliet Guichon on being
elected as a Canadian Academy of Health Sciences
Fellow! Read more

 
The Little Red Reading House Book Bank Needs Your Help

In 2025, the Little Red Reading House Book Bank gave out 36,075 books
– and the need continues to grow. Help us keep up by donating new or like-
new children’s books or hosting a book drive with your workplace, school or
community group. 
Learn how to donate or start a book drive

Writing for The Conversation Canada Workshops
Have you ever wondered how to get your research published in The Conversation Canada or what the benefits are? 

Attend an in-person workshop with a Conversation Canada editor to learn how to pitch stories, share your expertise,
and how you can turn your research into an article for a wider audience. 
The workshops are open to faculty, postdocs and graduate students. 

Oct. 21, 10:00 - 11:30 a.m. Register for the Foothills Campus workshop 
Oct. 21, 2:30 - 4:00 p.m. Register for the Main Campus workshop
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Innovate Calgary Tech Transfer Office
The TTO at Innovate Calgary helps UCalgary researchers understand, protect, and apply their research assets. Free,
confidential, and no obligation.
Learn more

Researchers: Sponsor a PaCER Team
The Patient and Community Engagement Research
(PaCER) Program returns this fall! PaCER is a 12-
month, online certificate program offered in partnership
with AbSPORU and the University of Calgary
Continuing Education. 

Researchers looking to enhance patient and
community engagement in their projects are invited to
sponsor a team of learners with lived experience to
take the program. ​​​
Learn more

Researcher Opportunities
Opportunity: Connect with Israel’s Leading Pediatric Innovation Hospital
The Trade Commissioner Service has identified a strategic opportunity for Canadian life sciences organizations to
engage with Schneider Children’s Medical Center of Israel, one of the country’s leading pediatric hospitals and a
nationally recognized center for children’s healthcare, and innovation. Schneider offers access to highly specialized
physicians, and multidisciplinary clinical teams, creating a strong environment for the validation and adoption of
innovative healthcare solutions.

For those interested, please email Jeevan.Nallainayagam@international.gc.ca

Operating Grant: ECRs in Human Development, Child and Youth Health (2026) Pre-Application Program,
Deadline: Tuesday, Sept. 15 at 6:00 p.m.
2026 The Peter Lougheed Research Award Competition, Deadline: Tuesday, Sept. 29 
Alberta Cancer Foundation Arthur Child Innovation Catalyst Grants, Deadline: Tuesday, Oct. 27 at noon
HRJ Consulting Transformative Pediatric Biomedical Research Funding Opportunity, Letter of Intent Due:
Sunday, Nov. 1
SSHRC 2026 Development Grants, Deadline: Monday, Nov. 9 at 9:00 a.m.

Planning for Impact in Health Research: A Hands-On KM Workshop
Want to strengthen your knowledge mobilization strategy and impact? Join this interactive workshop on Oct 2. Open
to researchers, staff, trainees and community partners working as part of research teams.

Learn more

Enhancing Medical Capability in Austere Environments Contests
IDEaS is seeking innovative solutions to enhance the delivery of medical care in austere operational environments
where resources, infrastructure, and logistical support are limited. Specifically, IDEaS is looking to advance
technologies in the following streams offering up to $2.8 million over 2 years:

- Forward oxygen delivery
- Sustainable surgical capability

Who can apply? 
- Academia 
- not-for-profit and for-profit organizations 
- provincial, territorial and municipal governments 

https://ucgo.ucalgary.ca/T/OFC4/L2S/25193/B1166/vwoA/2118/28736/rdnvrz/1/17231/YQ0JalGO/I/2737/bcg0uQ.html?h=OcO811Fo2lf91KcFHs9_HLJ6wZlxdkc2Ro9y1ts61q0
https://ucgo.ucalgary.ca/T/OFC4/L2S/25193/B1166/vwoA/2118/25774/g8C5Kk/1/17231/YQ0JalGO/I/2737/bcg0uQ.html?h=X--1hP1RXLa0zOLkMHyhIGPCtWYD0VbHvupDpFtZS-A
mailto:Jeevan.Nallainayagam@international.gc.ca
https://ucgo.ucalgary.ca/T/OFC4/L2S/25193/B1166/vwoA/2118/22572/iKAyQW/1/17231/YQ0JalGO/I/2737/bcg0uQ.html?h=Eb1c7TcWy791oyNBBmwKgtOjXGMA6duvpR_xCkl3pZ8
https://ucgo.ucalgary.ca/T/OFC4/L2S/25193/B1166/vwoA/2118/25674/aNqDWh/1/17231/YQ0JalGO/I/2737/bcg0uQ.html?h=UDpQsw9Pbwrci5zbLZzhYVPLDHETCe1iYwGQv19fvM0
https://ucgo.ucalgary.ca/T/OFC4/L2S/25193/B1166/vwoA/2118/22573/k5UYCT/1/17231/YQ0JalGO/I/2737/bcg0uQ.html?h=UUfXvrDLCW4HSZKjAQBoihBspiuPp9LQ44ka28UH8XQ
https://ucgo.ucalgary.ca/T/OFC4/L2S/25193/B1166/vwoA/2118/22574/W6KDGb/1/17231/YQ0JalGO/I/2737/bcg0uQ.html?h=oGqeO-HCCbF2qVkkqbgwZ0pwr8cS72meRGoSLmm9P74
https://ucgo.ucalgary.ca/T/OFC4/L2S/25193/B1166/vwoA/2118/22575/4odNxw/1/17231/YQ0JalGO/I/2737/bcg0uQ.html?h=1UlS644qJzPJq2yHOziyf8PR0v3o-Y1gdBfTdsTe1KQ
https://ucgo.ucalgary.ca/T/OFC4/L2S/25193/B1166/vwoA/2118/25757/i2PCex/1/17231/YQ0JalGO/I/2737/bcg0uQ.html?h=kbX0ISdh4HE8arg756WFEs033xAllCODs7qUj5K351I


 

Deadline to submit proposals: Oct. 8 at 2:00 p.m. EDT 
Learn more

 
Trainees & Postdocs

Summer Student and Trainee Research Day
Congratulations to all those who presented at the 2026 Maternal & Child Health Trainee Research Day on
Aug.18 in partnership with ACHRI and the Owerko Centre. ACHRI's Trainee Association organized the event with
over 280 attendees and featured 90 poster presentations, 34 flash talks, 17 oral talks and two panels.  

As our keynote speaker Dr. Chad Bousman said it best: “My success wasn't in the absence of the imposter
mindset; it was learning not to let it make my decisions”. 

ACHRI Postdoc Fellowship Awards 
Calling all postdocs! Check out these competitions:

- ACHRI Postdoctoral Fellowship  
- Ian Bruce Postdoctoral Fellowship in Mental Health 
- Stretch Family Postdoctoral Fellowship in Data Science
- Charlie Fischer Fellowship in Advancing Patient and Family Oriented Research (open to postdocs and clinical
fellows) 

Deadline for all competitions: Oct. 1 at 10:00 a.m.
Learn more

 
Events

Mark your calendars! Save the date for the
2026 ACHRI Symposium on Thursday, Nov. 19 and
Friday, Nov. 20 at MacEwan Ballroom and Hall. This in-
person event will bring together ACHRI members,
trainees, research staff and other partners to share
impactful child health and wellness research across
disciplines. Don’t miss this opportunity to connect with
your peers and colleagues! More details to come.

A-MEDICO
Webinar Series -
From Lab Bench
to Life Sciences
Week: How to

UCalgary Health
and Life Sciences
Industry
Collaboration
Initiative

ASOC & 10x
Genomics Lunch
& Learn –
Single Cell &
Spatial

Anti-Indigenous
Racism in
Emergency Care
Drs. Tailfeathers &
Patrick McLane

Owerko Family
Distinguished
Lecture 
Dr. Emeran A.
Mayer
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For all ACHRI & OCEC events, visit the
Event Calendar.

Want to share an impactful story or publication?
Email achricomms@ucalgary.ca

ACHRI

OCEC OCEC

Approach
Industry With
Confidence
Thursday, Sept. 17
12:00 - 1:00 p.m.
Register

Child Health and
Wellness Seminar
Youth
perspectives on
how they are
viewed and
treated: Survey
results from a
PAR project
Dr. Candace Lind
and Sophia Lee &
Jessica Yang
Monday, Sept. 21
12:00 - 1:00 p.m.
Register

Tuesday, Sept. 22
8:00 a.m. - 6:00
p.m.
Libin Theatre &
Azrieli Atrium,
Foothills Campus
Register

Made, Not Found:
How Scientists
Become Biotech
Founders
Tuesday, Sept. 22
5:30 - 9:00 p.m.
Life Sciences
Innovation Hub
Register

Multiomics 
Access the full
richness of
biological
complexity with
single cell and
spatial
multiomics 
Wednesday, Sept.
23
11:30 a.m. - 2:00
p.m.
Clara Christie
Theatre, HSC
Register

Owerko Centre
Community
Connections 
Wednesday, Sept.
23
5:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Triwood
Community
Association,
Calgary
Register

Tuesday, Sept. 29
12:30 - 1:30 p.m.
Register

Azrieli
Accelerator
Research
Exchange
Connect with
researchers, hear
about the impact,
discover ways to
collaborate
Wednesday, Oct.
14
8:30 a.m. - 1:00
p.m.
Azrieli Atrium &
Theatre 4, HSC
Learn more

Tuesday, Oct. 27
11:00 a.m. - 1:00
p.m.
Theatre 4 and
Azrieli Atrium,
HSC, Foothills
Campus
Register

International
Society for
Tractography
Conference
Oct. 25 - 29
Banff Centre for
Arts and Creativity
Register

Canadian Gene &
Cell Therapy
Conference
Jan. 25 - 26, 2027
Centre Mont-Royal,
Montréal
Abstract deadline:
Thursday, Oct. 1
Learn more

Step into the fairytale magic of Candy Cane Gala, on Friday, Nov. 27 at the
BMO Centre! Experience entertainment and inspiration for all ages, browse
the exceptional silent auction, indulge in delicious food and dance the night
away — all in support of kids and families at the Alberta Children’s Hospital.
Learn more
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