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Our institute is devoted to child health research in a wide spectrum of disciplines that will help us 
provide improved health care for children and youth and lay a solid foundation for their lifelong 
health and well-being.

Over the last decade, our investigators have mentored over 150 top-ranked graduates from across 
Canada and around the world, sharing their passion to improve the health of children. We are 
proud to highlight ten of these top scholars who have been supported by our training platform. 
Their excellence in research is being acknowledged both in industry and academia. 

Supporting scholars could not be possible without the partnership of Alberta Health Services and 
the Alberta Children’s Hospital Foundation, pillars of support helping to create opportunities and 
collaborations in our community.

“When we seek to understand in all its different aspects what we have not understood previously, only 
then it is that we can open opportunities to move science and knowledge forward.” 

           - Alberto Nettel-Aguirre, PhD, ACHRI Education Director

MESSAGE TO THE TRAINEES
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“Funding from ACHRI helped support my research. I have been able to 
leverage this initial investment into larger salary and operating support.”
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For nine months of pregnancy, a mother’s health can impact the health of her child and the mother’s 
health can also deteriorate. 

Dr. Amy Metcalfe, PhD, conducts research during this critical time. She focuses on optimizing the management 
of chronic disease during pregnancy by examining maternal and fetal health and assessing the risk of long-term 
disease complications. 
 
Motivated by her passion for research, Metcalfe graduated with a PhD in Epidemiology from the Department 
of Community Health Sciences at the University of Calgary under the supervision of Dr. Suzanne Tough, PhD in 
2012. “Dr. Tough was a fabulous mentor and I am happy to collaborate with her today,” says Metcalfe.

Metcalfe credits ACHRI with giving her the incentive, the mentorship and the desire to pursue excellence. 
“Through ACHRI, I was exposed to people who had careers I admired, which gave me the opportunity to 
understand how I might also get there,” says Metcalfe. “ACHRI gave me the opportunity to collaborate and 
build long-term relationships.” She returned to ACHRI after completing a post-doctoral fellowship in 2014 
from the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology at the University of British Columbia. In September 2018, 
Metcalfe became the co-lead of ACHRI’s Healthy Outcomes theme.

AWAKENING CANADA TO 
MATERNAL AND CHILD 
HEALTH PROBLEMS

Dr. Metcalfe was named one of the Top 40 Under 40 through Avenue Magazine in 2018. She has also been recognized 
with a CIHR New Investigator Award and the Malcolm Ferguson-Smith Young Investigator Award. She is an assistant 
professor in the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology and has a joint appointment in Community Health Sciences 
and Medicine. Dr. Metcalfe continues to pursue her research in maternal and child health at Foothills Campus.
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Few people in Alberta translate exciting new medical research to businesses. Dr. Nima Najand, PhD, is one of 
those few who help inventors and receptor companies take technologies to the next stage.
 
In his role at Innovate Calgary, Najand has advanced over a dozen life sciences licenses and has collaborated on 
hundreds of technologies. He goes beyond science to expose new technologies to help communities. 

Najand was supported as an ACHRI trainee from 2011 to 2012 while working on his postgraduate degree 
in developmental biology and embryology.  His studies focused on identifying new genes involved in the 
development of the human heart using the fruit fly as a model. He was mentored by Dr. William Brook, PhD.  
While finishing his postgraduate degree thesis, Najand volunteered and then started working full-time at 
Innovate Calgary. He worked his way from internship to the leadership role of Senior Innovation Manager. “Now 
I take that foundational knowledge from my postgraduate degree and use it to drive innovation. Essentially, my 
role helps translate research from UCalgary institutes to clinical solutions – new therapeutics, diagnostics, and 
medical devices – into something that will ultimately affect patients,” explains Najand.

TURNING SCIENTIFIC IDEAS 
INTO BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

Dr. Najand is currently working as a Senior Innovation Manager at Innovate Calgary. For the last 32 years, Innovate 
Calgary bridges the gap between discovery and innovation at the University of Calgary. Innovate Calgary works 
closely with the Research Service Office to support research partnerships and accelerate cross-campus programs. 
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“Being a part of ACHRI gave me the skill set I needed to be 
successful both as a scientist and as a working professional.”
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“Because of my early training, I gained an understanding of the importance 
of scientific curiosity,” Watson explains. “I received outstanding training and 
found the value of sharing ideas with colleagues, no matter how small the 
ideas appeared at the time.”
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We love our grandparents, but who knew their lifestyle and habits could pass along certain diseases to us?  
 
Dr. Erica Watson, PhD, advanced the remarkable discovery in her lab that showed the detrimental effects of 
folic acid deficiency on multiple generations. The discovery helped to change the world’s understanding of the 
role of epigenetics, the study of changes in organisms caused by modified gene expression. In the case of folic 
deficiency, the inheritance of modified genes can cause health problems such as spina bifida, heart defects and 
placenta abnormalities.

Watson started her training at the University of Calgary. But she was quickly recruited to the University of 
Cambridge, U.K., one of the world’s most respected universities. It was there in 2013, that her team and her 
collaborators back at the University of Calgary made the stellar discovery. Her research was published in the 
prestigious journal Cell with media coverage around the globe. 

Watson looks back at her formation years in labs at ACHRI with respect and appreciation. She was mentored by 
Dr. Jay Cross, DVM, a leader in understanding cell differentiation and placenta development. Watson’s training 
was made possible by funding through ACHRI and the Canadian Institutes of Health Research. These pivotal 
years in the Cross Lab enabled Watson to further her passion in developmental biology.

CRACKING THE CASE ON EPIGENETIC 
INHERITANCE OF DISEASE

Dr. Watson lectures at the University of Cambridge in reproductive biology and continues her research into folic acid. 
She was the recipient of the Next Generation Fellowship from the Centre for Trophoblast Research in 2009 and the 
Lister Research Prize from the Lister Institute for Preventative Medicine in 2015. 
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A virus can make you sick. But in recent years, scientists are using viruses to fight cancer. 
 
Viruses can be naturally occurring or engineered to find cancer cells in the body by alerting the patient’s 
immune system. Dr. Grey Wilkinson, PhD, helps advance these products along the clinical development pathway 
for approval in clinical trials. He is a scientist at a Calgary biotech company where he develops preclinical and 
clinical studies that lead to drug approvals. 

Wilkinson completed his postgraduate doctoral studies in Biochemistry and Molecular Biology at the University 
of Calgary in 2016. He was mentored by Dr. Carol Schuurmans, PhD.  “She was a wonderful mentor” says 
Wilkinson. “We researched transcription factors in the developing brain, particularly how they regulate cell fate 
decisions in neural stem cells.”

Upon graduation, Wilkinson started working at Oncolytics Biotech Inc. in Calgary as a Scientist of Translational 
Medicine. “I design, plan, and oversee preclinical and translational work, this includes everything from 
mouse studies to biomarker work with patient samples,” Wilkinson explains. “Every day is different for me – I 
could be analyzing data from our studies or starting new collaborations with academia or other biotech and 
pharmaceutical companies.”

FIGHTING CANCER - WITH A VIRUS

During his time at the University of Calgary, Dr. Wilkinson won the ACHRI Studentship for Child and Maternal Health, 
the Queen Elizabeth II Graduate Scholarship, the Frederick Banting and Charles Best Canada Graduate Scholarship, 
and the Alberta Innovates – Health Solutions Graduate Scholarship. 
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“Thanks to ACHRI, I was supported through scholarships early on in my 
studies. I also had many opportunities to present research and received 
mentorship from elite investigators,” Wilkinson says. “The skills I gained 
at ACHRI still support me today.”  
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OUR INSTITUTE
A little more about who we are

Our core of child health researchers strive daily to find the answers to improve  
the lives of children and make a difference in our community.

Our strength is our membership. Our 300 members are drawn from across the 
campus through the faculties of arts, education, kinesiology, medicine, nursing, 
science, social work and veterinary medicine. 

Our research activities cover three exciting priority themes: Behaviour and the 
Developing Brain; Healthy Outcomes; and Genes, Development and Health.

Our research covers child development in these themes from pre-conception  
to early adulthood. 
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PRETERM BIRTH

pain

obesity

cranial facial birth defects

teen depression

ADHD

rare diseases parenting

PRE-ECLAMPSIA

enteric disease

BREASTFEEDING

DIABETES

epilepsy

tissue regeneration
concussion

visual system disorders

maternal stress

disease prevention

congenital heart disease

inflammation

perinatal stroke

MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY

autism

school bullying

bioinformatics

ketogenic diet

nutrition

resiliency

language and speech development

bone disorders
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WHAT WE OFFER
STEP it up with ACHRI
To create a path of success for our trainees, ACHRI 
has created the ACHRI STEP – Strategic Training and 
Education Program. This program empowers our 
trainees and provides them opportunities to build 
knowledge and skills for their chosen career paths in 
academia, industry and health services.

 » Stipend support for up to two years for 
graduate and postdoctoral trainees, as well as 
clinical research fellows

 » Travel funding to attend national and 
international conferences

 » Participation in external courses and workshops
 » Exposure to lectures, workshops and 

networking
 » Presentation opportunities at ACHRI research 

days, retreats and trainee events

Who do we support?  
We support undergraduate and graduate students 
and postdoctoral scholars in both basic and clinical 
research disciplines, medical residents specializing 
in pediatrics, obstetrics/ gynecology, and genetics, 
trainees in the Canadian College of Medical Genetics 
certification program and pre-and postdoctoral 
trainees in the highly competitive Canadian Child 
Health Clinician Scientist Program (CCHCSP).

FUNDING CATEGORIES
Trainee Scholarships

 » Undergraduate Studentships
 » Graduate Studentships (Master’s and PhD)
 » Postdoctoral Fellowships
 » Clinical Research Fellowships (PGME, CCMG, 

CCHCSP)

Trainee Travel Support
 » Trainee Travel Awards (Conferences and 

Workshops)
 » Trainee Research Visits (Courses, Lab Visits)

Trainee Research Support
 » Trainee Small Research Grants
 » Trainee Publication Award

Speaker Funding
 » Visiting Speaker/ External Examiner and Alumni 

Speaker Funding

Symposia
 » Child Health Research Symposium
 » Theme Group Retreats
 » ACHRI Summer Student Research Day

Activities
 » Workshops, Courses and Lectures 
 » Trainee QuickTalks
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Our first decade has brought forward some remarkable innovations and discoveries to improve  
the lives of children. Our researchers have initiated more accurate and rapid diagnoses for diseases,  
developed personalized therapies for chronic illness and created new knowledge to inform health  
services and programs for children to learn and grow in communities.

Award-winning research attracts the best and brightest minds. Sixty international recruits joined 
our institute in the last decade, bringing their innovative research programs to our academy 
and community. In turn, our investigators mentored top-ranked graduates from across Canada 
and around the world. One hundred and fifty trainees have participated in the ACHRI Training 
Platform in the last decade, sharing their passion to improve the health of children.
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Dr. Racher is the recipient of a CIHR Training Grant in Child Development and Health, the Queen Elizabeth graduate 
scholarship, the Graduate Student Association 40th Anniversary PhD Excellence in Service Award, and the Dr. 
Margaret Thompson Training Award. Dr. Racher is currently working at Impact Genetics, Inc. as the Scientific and 
Laboratory Director where she leads two research labs.

Can eye cancer be inherited? Can Down syndrome be detected in early pregnancy? 
 
Dr. Hilary Racher, PhD, examines genetic information about patients at a leading Canadian medical laboratory, 
Impact Genetics, a division of Dynacare.

Supervised by Dr. David Hansen, PhD, Racher pursued her postgraduate degree in developmental genetics 
at the University of Calgary. Her research focused on stem cell regulation. From 2011 to 2013, Racher was 
supported through ACHRI’s Canadian College of Medical Geneticists (CCMG) Fellowship, a program that is part 
of ACHRI’s training platform. Racher was supervised during her postdoctoral program by Dr. Jillian Parboosingh, 
PhD, associate director of the Molecular Diagnostic Laboratory at the Alberta Children’s Hospital. 

Racher was energized by her time at ACHRI. “It helped me build a stronger medical genetics knowledge and get 
exposure to exciting new research utilizing next generation DNA sequencing.”

After she completed her postdoctoral fellowship in 2013, Racher accepted a position as molecular geneticist 
at the BC Children’s and Women’s Hospital in Vancouver with an additional role as clinical instructor at the 
University of British Columbia. In 2014, Racher became the Scientific and Laboratory Director at Impact 
Genetics in southern Ontario and holds a lecture position in the Department of Laboratory Medicine and 
Pathobiology at the University of Toronto. 

ADVANCING PRECISION 
MEDICINE IN DIAGNOSTICS
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“My time at ACHRI was paramount as it laid the foundations for what 
I do now in molecular genetics. It was an extremely informative and 
rewarding training experience.”



“ACHRI has been a launching pad for my career and for the research 
program I’ve developed. From support during my postdoctoral 
fellowship to small grants and startup funds, I’ve been able to leverage 
ACHRI’s support to gain external funding.”

16
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Have you ever wondered how relationships between moms and dads affect the wellbeing and development of 
their children? 
 
Dr. Giesbrecht, PhD, leads the University of Calgary’s Developmental Psychobiology Lab in the Owerko Centre 
where he investigates family relationships. The lab focuses on the psychobiology of stress during pregnancy 
and early childhood and how experiences of stress shape developmental trajectories. He has discovered that 
the way partners treat each other matters, especially when mothers are expecting. “Our longitudinal work 
has shown that the relationship with the partner was able to completely buffer some intergenerational stress 
effects if the relationship between mom and dad was good enough,” he explains.

In 2008, shortly after Giesbrecht finished his graduate degree in developmental psychology at the University of 
Victoria, he began his postdoctoral program at the University of Calgary. He was involved in research with the 
Alberta Pregnancy Outcomes and Nutrition (APRON) study funded by the Alberta Heritage Foundation. APRON 
is an ongoing prospective cohort study that recruits pregnant women early in pregnancy. The vision of the 
study is to improve the health and long-term potential of mothers and newborn babies in Alberta. As lead of 
the Developmental Psychobiology Lab, he focuses on clinical research and psychological assessments. “On any 
given day, I am in the lab assisting my trainees, doing data analysis and writing papers about intergenerational 
stress,” Giesbrecht says.

MAKING KIDS MORE RESILIENT

Dr. Giesbrecht has received the Eyes High Postdoctoral Recruitment Award, the Eyes High Doctoral Recruitment 
Award, the Owerko Centre Postdoctoral Recruitment Award and a scholar award through the American Psychosomatic 
Society. Giesbrecht is an associate professor in the departments of pediatrics, psychology and community health 
sciences at the University of Calgary.
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“I’m very grateful for ACHRI and the variety of support that I’ve received 
as a doctoral student, including research and travel funding. As a new 
faculty member, I have been warmly welcomed by the ACHRI team and look 
forward to learning from their expertise, and developing this important 
health research for children and youth who participate in dance.”
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Throughout physical training, a young dancer’s focus is on technique and skill. It is less common for young 
dancers to learn about dancer health and safe dance practice.
 
Dr. Sarah Kenny, PhD, conducts research to better understand ways of improving dancer health and reducing 
the burden of dance-related injury in youth.

Kenny completed her postgraduate degree in the Faculty of Kinesiology with a specialization in Sport Medicine 
at the University of Calgary mentored by Dr. Carolyn Emery, PhD. As part of her studies, Kenny investigated the 
influence of injury definition on reported patterns (prevalence, incidence, severity) and risk factors for injury in 
female ballet and contemporary student dancers. In particular, she evaluated risk factors for musculoskeletal 
injury based on pre-participation screening.

As part of her joint appointment with the Faculties of Kinesiology and Art, Kenny leads the delivery of the 
Healthy Dance Practice Teaching certificate, an initiative of Safe in Dance International, and endorsed by the 
International Association for Dance Medicine and Science. The University of Calgary is the only registered 
provider in Western Canada to offer this qualification that focuses on the application of safe dance practice 
knowledge for teachers working with students across all ages, levels and abilities. 

PIONEER IN DANCE SCIENCE 
ON INJURY PREVENTION 

Dr. Kenny received the prestigious Healthy Dancer Canada Research Award in 2018 from the Dance Health Alliance of 
Canada. She teaches as an assistant professor at the University of Calgary in the Faculty of Arts and the Faculty 
of Kinesiology.
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Maternal and Child Health

Kyleigh Schraeder, PhD, R. Psych. 
is a child clinical psychologist and 
postdoctoral fellow. She is awarded 
a 2018 ACHRI and CSM Postdoctoral 
Fellowship for her research which links 
administrative data to understand 
how adolescents and young adults 
affected by chronic conditions use 
health services over time. She is 
supervised by Susan Samuel, MD, 
Cumming School of Medicine, and 
Gina Dimitropolous, PhD, Cumming 
School of Medicine and Faculty of 
Social Work. 

RESEARCH
AT A GLANCE

Healthy Outcomes

Rochelle Hentges, a postdoctoral 
fellow, was awarded the ACHRI 
Talisman Energy Fund Postdoctoral 
Followship for her research project 
on examining how and why prenatal 
stress impacts child neurocognitive 
and mental health outcomes.  
Supervisors: Susan Samuel, MD, 
Cumming School of Medicine and 
Canada Research Chair researcher 
Sheri Madigan, PhD, Faculty of Arts.

Neurodevelopmental Disorders

Asha Hollis was awarded a prestigious 
2018 Canada Graduate Scholarship 
Master’s award for her research on the 
motor skills of children who suffer stroke 
at birth. She is supervised by Adam Kirton, 
MD, Cumming School of Medicine. 
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Biomedical Engineering 

MD-PhD student Abdullah Al-Ani was 
awarded the ACHRI Grad Scholarship. 
His research utilizes stem cells 
and tissue engineering to produce 
transplants with enhanced cellular 
niche to improve survival, integration 
and function upon transplantation. 
Al-Ani is supervised by ACHRI 
investigator Mark Ungrin, PhD, Faculty 
of Veterinary Medicine.

Injury Prevention and  
Early Diagnosis 

Liraz Fridman, a postdoctoral fellow, 
is the winner of the 2017 ACHRI 
Postdoctoral Fellowship Award for her 
research in studying the relationship 
between driver and built environment 
characteristics and how these relate to 
child pedestrian motor vehicle collisions. 
Fridman is supervised by Brent Hagel, 
PhD, Cumming School of Medicine.

Developmental and  
Reproductive Biology 

Malcolm Eaton is a PhD student 
supported by ACHRI. He has received 
an ACHRI Graduate Scholarship for 
his research in identifying how the 
placenta balances maternal and fetal 
needs during pregnancy. His research 
aims to predict and treat obstetric 
syndromes such as gestational 
diabetes, pre-eclampsia and 
premature birth. Supervisor: Jay Cross, 
DVM, Cumming School of Medicine 
and Faculty of Veterinary Medicine.



Travel Grants
“The ACHRI Travel Grant allowed me to present the results of a quality 
improvement project aimed at reducing cerebral shunt infections in 
children at the 2018 American Association of Neurological Surgeons 
Annual Meeting in New Orleans, Louisiana. This meeting also gave me the 
opportunity to form new collaborations with other researchers and attend 
innovative workshops delivered by leaders in pediatric neurosurgery.”
Michael Yang, MD/MSc student
Supervisor: Jay Riva-Cambrin, MD

Summer Studentship  
“The ACHRI summer studentship was an important experience in helping 
bring me to a new level of scientific knowledge and practice.  This 
summer program gave me the opportunity to have hands-on experience 
and apply research to benefit children so they may lead a  better life.“
Lydia Cho, BSc student
Supervisor: Jong Rho, MD 

A STEP
FORWARD
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Presentations
“The ACHRI Summer Student Research Day was a great opportunity 
for me to disseminate my research to a larger audience in an oral 
presentation. It challenged me to present the data in a manner that could 
be understandable to people not familiar with my field of research and I 
benefitted greatly from the experience.”
Michelle Leong, BSc student
Supervisor: Dr. Benedikt Hallgrimsson, PhD

Small Research Grant Award
“The Small Research Grant has enabled me to study the interaction of 
Shiga toxin subtypes in progression to kidney injury among patients 
infected with Escherichia coli O157:H7, taking virulence factors identified 
in the lab and understanding the role they play in disease outcomes at a 
population level.“
Gillian Tarr, Postdoctoral Fellow
Supervisor: Stephen Freedman, MD, CM

Research Visit Award
“This award allowed me to visit the Biobehavioral Pediatric Pain lab at 
Stanford University, led by our collaborator Dr. Laura Simons, associate 
professor in the Department of Anesthesiology, Perioperative, and Pain 
Medicine. This opportunity was imperative to the successful completion of 
my postdoctoral project and training.”
Jillain Vinall, Postdoctoral Fellow
Supervisors: Melainie Noel, PhD and Nivez Rasic, MD 

23
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Dr. Ryan Lamont, PhD, is trying to fit pieces of a puzzle together in his work  
– but his pieces are DNA which give the clue to rare diseases. 
 
Lamont is a researcher in the Molecular Diagnostic Lab at the Alberta Children’s Hospital where he searches for 
DNA changes that cause disease in children. The research helps to provide a diagnosis in cases where families 
have no explanation for their child’s illness or condition. 

Driven by his passion for genetics and research, Lamont completed his postgraduate degree in biochemistry 
and molecular biology at the University of Calgary supervised by Dr. Sarah Childs, PhD. “I loved working with Dr. 
Childs because she was an active member of ACHRI and the whole research environment was positive, exciting, 
and collaborative,” says Lamont. His research focused on the development of normal blood vessels and the 
cellular changes which could result in stroke or cancer.  

Upon completion of his postgraduate degree, he undertook training in a Canadian College Clinical Medical 
Geneticists (CCMG) fellowship in Molecular Genetics and Cytogenetics. In 2012, he became a full member of 
ACHRI. He works with a team of trainees, clinicians, and lab researchers to investigate the cause of rare diseases 
in children and uses new technologies to help those with known diseases arrive at a diagnosis more rapidly. 

SOLVING GENETIC MYSTERIES

Dr. Lamont has received a Doctoral Research Award from the Heart and Stroke Foundation of Canada, the Alberta 
Children’s Hospital Research Foundation Remax Fellowship, and the Calgary Lab Services Cytogenetics Fellowship. He 
is an assistant professor in the Department of Medical Genetics at the University of Calgary.
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“ACHRI provided incredible support for me on a research and personal 
level - whether it was through training, funding, research projects or core 
facility support.”



“I am grateful for what ACHRI has provided, giving me a community of 
investigators to learn from and who provide support for my research to 
help children, because that’s what is important here.“

26
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It’s a bitter irony that many kids with cancer who overcome their illness are then challenged by everyday 
functions that most people take for granted. They have difficulty concentrating, socializing, and even sleeping 
through the night.

University of Calgary psychologist, Dr. Fiona Schulte, PhD, leads multiple research studies to improve the quality 
of life for children who have overcome cancer. By investigating the ways that some of these children develop 
weak social and mental skills, she is hoping to find  therapies to have a positive impact. “I’m really interested 
in improving how children live day-to-day,” says Schulte. Schulte completed her postdoctoral fellowship at the 
University of Calgary, mentored by Dr. Douglas Strother, MD and Dr. Deborah Dewey, PhD.  “Dr. Dewey provided 
a great psychosocial background while also promoting independence and development in research programs,” 
Schulte explains, “while Dr. Strother brought in clinical perspectives.”

In addition to the mentorship, Schulte received scholarships to support her training. She was funded through 
the ACHRI-CIHR Training Program and received multiple travel grants to enhance her research career. Schulte 
is now a registered psychologist in the Hematology, Oncology and Transplant Program at the Alberta Children’s 
Hospital and continues her research to improve outcomes for children with cancer. She is grateful that her 
training provided the transition into a career of giving children a better life.

GIVING KIDS WITH CANCER 
A SECOND CHANCE

In 2018, Dr. Schulte was recognized by the International Society of Pediatric Oncology with a Young Investigator Award 
and was awarded the Hiroomi Kawano New Investigator Award by the International Psycho-Oncology Society. Schulte is 
an assistant professor in the departments of pediatrics, psychology and oncology at the University of Calgary. Schulte is a 
registered psychologist in the Hematology, Oncology and Transplant Program at the Alberta Children’s Hospital.
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“The skills I gained during my graduate studies supported by ACHRI 
prepared me to overcome the challenges involved in developing new 
cancer therapies.”
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Few treatments are available, outside of chemotherapy, for those with triple negative breast cancer. For Dr. 
Aarthi Jayanthan, PhD, developing new therapies for this aggressive cancer is her passion.

Jayanthan was exposed to preclinical studies of experimental cancer therapies at the University of Calgary. 
She was mentored by a leader in childhood cancer therapeutics, Dr. Aru Narendran, MD, PhD, who pioneers 
research as part of a North American collaboration called Pediatric Oncology Experimental Therapeutics 
Investigators’ Consortium (POETIC). Through ACHRI-supported scholarships and expert lab mentoring, she built 
a knowledge base around promising new cancer therapies. 
 
In 2008, Jayanthan pursued a postgraduate degree in the medical sciences cancer biology program at the 
University of Calgary. She was then invited to be the first employee at the new biotechnology company, 
Phoenix Molecular Designs, in 2015.  “I set-up the lab, designed preliminary experiments, generated initial 
data and talked with investors,” Jayanthan says. “The knowledge acquired at ACHRI provided the foundation to 
accomplish my career goals.”

Jayanthan is now the Chief Operating Officer at Phoenix Molecular Designs. “Every day I learn something new 
and I am fortunate enough to work as a cancer researcher,” Jayanthan explains. With her passion and zeal, she 
is an integral part of a team that may develop a new and effective treatment for triple negative breast 
cancer. She certainly isn’t giving up. In just a few months, she plans to start a clinical trial to treat this 
aggressive cancer.

FINDING NEW THERAPIES 
FOR AGGRESSIVE CANCERS

Dr. Jayanthan is the Chief Operating Officer at Phoenix Molecular Designs in Vancouver. She won the 2012 Dean’s 
Doctoral Scholarship, the 2011-2013 CIHR-ACHRI Graduate Scholarship and the 2011 Graduate Student Research 
Excellence Award. 
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JOIN US

 » Multidisciplinary mentorship 

 » Faculty members with external, competitively-
funded research

 » Access to advanced technologies, data banks and 
outcomes-based research

 » Collaborations and partnerships

 » Vision: a healthier and more prosperous future for 
our children through research

Top reasons why students should train at our institute:

ACHRI Trainees 2017-18. Top row: Derek Toms, Daniel 
Udenwobele, Malcolm Eaton, Katherine Bright, 
Jacqueline Beatch, Dailys Garcia Jorda.
Bottom row: David Katz, Sarah Lee, Daniel Wagner, 
Paola Meza Santoscoy, Craig Jacobs. 
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Faculty of Graduate Studies
Graduate Science Education
Postgraduate Medical Education
Postdoctoral program
My Grad Skills
Department of Pediatrics
                           

grad.ucalgary.ca
cumming.ucalgary.ca/gse
cumming.ucalgary.ca/pgme
ucalgary.ca/research/postdoc
ucalgary.ca/mygradskills/internships
ucalgary.ca/paed

Additional information available at the University of Calgary:

LEARN MORE
More information on our training program can be found at research4kids.ucalgary.ca/future-achri-trainees. 
Thank you for considering ACHRI as your home to study and learn. Come join us in making a brighter future for 
our children and communities. We couldn’t do what we do without the support from our community through 
the Alberta Children’s Hospital Foundation.

Our relationship with the University of Calgary, Alberta Health Services and the Alberta Children’s Hospital 
Foundation reflect a shared respect for research and its impact on child health. We remain grateful for the 
collaborations with faculties across the University of Calgary and with our valued relationships with research 
institutes across Canada.  





Alberta Children’s Hospital Research Institute
Room 293, Heritage Medical Research Building
University of Calgary
3330 Hospital Dr. NW
Calgary, AB  T2N 4N1

Telephone: 403.220.6898
Fax: 403.210.9685
email: research4kids@ucalgary.ca
web: research4kids.ucalgary.ca
twitter/facebook: @UofCr4kids

DeAnna Kweens: Communications Coordinator
Laura Herperger: Manager, Communications 
Julia Klenin-MacLock: Manager, Research and Training
Amanda Fisher: Design Consultant, Cumming School of Medicine


